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CMm. Set as Amended 
1 . (Currently Amended) A washing machine comprising: 
a water tub; 

a cleansing basket rotatably contained within the water tub; 

a pulsator rotatably mounted on the bottom surface of the cleansing 
basket, having a wing part for forming a water stream, and a hub part disposed 
in the center of the wing part; 

a motor for generating a driving force required to rotate the cleansing 
basket and the pulsator; 

a transmission for transmitting the driving force of the motor to the 
cleansing basket and the pulsator, having a hollow dryer shaft integrated to the 
cleansing basket; and a washing shaft mounted to penetrate the hollow dryer 
shaft, whose upper end of the transmission is fixed to the hub part of the 
pulsator, and whose lower end thereof is connected with the motor; and 

a floatage clutch for allowing the cleansing basket to selectively cooperate 
with the pulsator by being intermittently actuated depending on the existence 
and nonexistence of water, having a float engaged with the washing shaft to be 
capable of moving up and down due to the supply/ drain of the water, and a fixed 
member fixed to the upper end of the hollow dryer shaft to be separated from 
and coupled with the float at the lower side thereof. 



Application No.: 10/059,313 
Art Unit 1746 



Attorney Docket No. 3449-0 189P 
Amendment filed December 1 1 , 2003 

Page 3 



2. (Currently Amended) The washing machine of claim 1, where in 
wherein the float [[82]] includes a hub portion [[821]] to be coupled with a 
serration portion of the washing shaft [[74]], and a tube portion [[822]] 
constructed around the hub portion [[821]], and the hub portion [[821]] of the 
float [[82]] is formed with a convex-concave shape bottom surface, and the tube 
portion [[822]] is shaped as a blinded hollow tube, and the fixed member [[83]] 
is formed with a convex-concave shape top surface to be engaged with the 
bottom surface of the hub portion [[821]] of the float [[82]]. 

3. (Currently Amended) The washing machine of claim 1, wlieiein 
further comprising shielding means on the one side of the floatage clutch for 
preventing a joint region between the float of the floatage clutch and the 
washing shaft from being in contact with the water. 

4. (Original) The washing machine of claim 3, wherein the shielding 
means is shaped as a ring to be protruded at the bottom of the wing part of the 
pulsator exceeding the cleansing basket downwardly, and includes a water 
blocking part surrounding the float. 

5. (Currently Amended) The washing machine of claim 2, fullier 
furthf^r comprising shilding shidriing means on the one side of the floatage 
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clutch for preventing a joint region between the float of the floatage clutch and 
the washing shaft from being in contact with the water. 

6. (Currently Amended) The washing machine of claim 5, wherein the 
shildiiig shielding means is shaped as a ring to be protruded at the bottom of 
the wing part of the pulsator exceeding the cleansing basket downwardly, and 
includes a water blocking part surrounding the float. 

7. (New) A washing machine comprising: 
a cleansing basket; 

a pulsator rotatably mounted in the cleansing basket; 
a motor for rotating the cleansing basket and the pulsator; 
a transmission for transmitting a driving force of the motor to the 
cleansing basket and the pulsator, the transmission including: 

a hollow outer shaft attached to the cleansing basket; and 
an inner shaft penetrating the hollow outer shaft, an upper 
end of the inner shaft being fixed to the pulsator, and a lower end of 
the inner shaft being connected with the motor; and 
a floatage clutch for allowing the cleansing basket to selectively cooperate 
with the pulsator by being intermittentiy actuated depending on the existence 
and nonexistence of water, the floatage clutch including: 
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a float engaged with the inner shaft to be capable of moving 
up and down with the level of water within the cleainsing basket; 
and 

a fixed member fixed to the upper end of the hollow outer 
shaift to be separated from and coupled with the float. 

8. (New) The washing machine of claim 7, wherein the float includes a 
hub portion to be coupled with a serration portion of the inner shaft, and a 
tube portion constructed around the hub portion, and the hub portion of the 
float is formed with a convex-concave shaped bottom surface, and the tube 
portion is shaped as a blinded hollow tube, and the fixed member is formed 
with a convex-concave shaped top surface to be engaged with the bottom 
surface of the hub portion of the float. 

9. (New) The washing machine of claim 7, further comprising a 
shielding on one side of the floatage clutch for preventing a joint region 
between the float of the floatage clutch and the inner shaft from being in 
contact with the water. 

10. (New) The washing machine of claim 9, wherein the shield is 
shaped as a ring to be protruded at the bottom of the pulsator exceeding the 
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cleansing basket downwardly, and includes a water blocking part surrounding 
the float. 

1 1 . (New) The washing machine of claim 8, further comprising a shield 
on one side of the floatage clutch for preventing a joint region between the float 
of the floatage clutch and the inner shaft from being in contact with the water. 

12. (New) The washing machine of claim 11, wherein the shield is 
shaped as a ring to be protruded at the bottom of the pulsator exceeding the 
cleansing basket downwardly, and includes a water blocking part surrounding 
the float. 



